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Nation Building in Malaysia and the Making of Strong Malay Culture

QI Shun-li
(Peking University, Beijing 100871, China)

Abstract: Nation building in Malaysia does not put aside the interaction between Malay political nationalism and cultural

nationalism. With efforts of Malay political nationalism, 1957 the Federation Constitution of Malaya finally expressed the idea of

Malay Malaya, which was also at the beginning of Nation building. At the basis of Malay political primacy, Malay cultural na-

tionalism tried their best to upgrade Malay culture up to ideology. With the promotion of Nation building in Malaysia, Malay

culture has changed from a weak culture into a strong one. At the same time,

fluences on Nation Building in Malaysia.

the making of strong Malay culture has various in-

Key words: nation building in Malaysia; Malay strong culture; Political Nationalism; Cultural Nationalism
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